\\V/ Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations

GIEWS Country Brief

China (mainland)

Reference Date: 11-March-2022 China
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 2o
e Area planted with 2022 winter wheat estimated at Laop Calendax Fomabr foodcrop]
above-average level A et
e Cereal production above average in 2021 Mm_”" r:” :
e Cereal imports in 2021/22 well above average afm[ st
o Domestic maize and wheat grain prices at high Maize (Sauth)
levels in 2021 due to strong feed demand fiepeed min
Rice [Early ouble)®
Area planted with 2022 winter wheat estimated =~ Fic®{t=e Douslel”
at above-average level ::i[;"ng'e’
Planting of the 2022 main winter wheat crop, which accounts for Wheat (Spring)*
more than 90 percent of the annual whegt production, was ' Wheat [Winter)* F
completed last October and the harvest is expected to start in I TE R Al sl al sTgTw' o
May. The area planted is estimated to be at an above-average
level. Abundant rains in September caused floods in parts of the Sowing E
main wheat producing areas located in North China Plain and Growing ]
central provinces, delayed panting activities by about two weeks. b vcitig
Weather conditions improved from October onwards, allowing =
planting operations to pick up and supported germinating crops. Sourca: FAQ/GIEWS.
Currently, the wheat crop is mostly in jointing stages of
development in northern and central parts of the country, while it China
is at heading stages in southern areas. According to field
assessment reports, as of early March 2022, wheat crop C -
" i ) ) . ereal Production
conditions and soil moisture were near average in the main
producing areas. The minor 2022 spring wheat crop will be 2016-2020 2021 change
planted from March onwards. average 2020 estimate | 2021/2020
000 tonnes parcent
Cereal production above average in 2021 :
) Maize 260 260 260 665 272 550 4.6
The 2021 cropping season was co.ncluded last November. Rice (paddy) 9 i s - 0
Aggregate cereal production is estimated at an above-average
level of 632 million tonnes, mostly due to an increase in Whea R L 13h950 2
production of maize and wheat, reflecting an expansion in area Others 5100 9213 9165 0.5
planted, mostly prompted by high national prices. Total 614 211 615 082 631508 25

Note: Percentage change calculated from unrounded data.

Cereal imports in 2021/22 We" above average Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

Total cereal imports in the 2021/22 marketing year are forecast at
about 58.5 million tonnes, well above their last five-year average,
but almost 10 percent below the unpreceded high level of the
2020/21 marketing year. The large level of imports reflect higher
demand for feed crops, driven by the recovery in domestic pork
production after the African Swine Fever (ASF)" outbreaks in
2018 and 2019 and the strong growth of the poultry, dairy and

! African Swine Fever is a highly contagious and lethal disease affecting pigs and wild boars.
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starch sectors. Imports of maize, mostly for feed, are China
forecast at a near-record level of 23.5 million tonnes in the

2021/22 marketing year (October/September). Similarly, imports
of other feed crops, namely barley and sorghum, are forecast at
the high level of 10.3 and 10 million tonnes, respectively. ENiithanes
Growing demand by the feed industry is also expected to result in

Cereals Imports

70 000
an increase in wheat grain imports, set to reach —
9.5 million tonnes, more than 70 percent above the five-year
average, as wheat is often used as a substitute of maize. Imports 20,000
of rice in the 2022 calendar year are forecast at 40 000
4.5 million tonnes, 12 percent below the 2021 level. 30 000
. . . . . 20 000
Domestic maize and wheat grain prices at high B
level in 2021 due to strong feed demand .
Prices of maize increased sharply throughout 2020 and during Average 2016/17- 2020/21 2021/22forecast
the first months of 2021, reaching record levels in March, due to 2020/21
the strong growth in demand from the feed sector. Then, prices
S||ght|y decreased until October 2021 due to the arrival on Notes: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
markets of the 2021 main season harvest, but started to rise marketing years (for rice, calendar year of second year shown).
again in November. Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.
Domestic prices of wheat have been generally increasing since china

mid-2020, supported by strong demand for food and feed

consumption. In January 2022, wheat grain and wheat flour

: : Wholesale maize (feed) prices
prices were at record or near-record levels in most markets.

Yuan renminbi per kg
Domestic prices of Indica and Japonica rice have been generally

X o LS 3.50
stable throughout 2021, reflecting good market availabilities from
the 2021 harvests.
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Source: FAQ/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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China

Wholesale prices of Wheat

Yuan renminbi per kg
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Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this B Siiash
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the idziane
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of B Zhengzhou
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The
dashed lines on the map represent approximate borderlines for which there may Source: FAQ/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
not yet be full agreement.
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