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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 
• Abundant rainfall in January improved crop 

prospects 
• Currency depreciation increases input costs 
• Below-average cereal harvest estimated in 2021 
• Cereal imports forecast to increase in 2020/21, while 

exports expected to remain stable 
• Inflation increasing as Turkish lira depreciates 

Abundant rainfall in January improved crop 
prospects 
The sowing of the 2022 winter wheat and barley crops was 
completed in November under relatively dry weather conditions. 
Up to mid-December 2021, rainfall amounts were 25 percent 
below the average in the Anatolian Plateau, one of the main 
cereal-producing areas. Above-average precipitation amounts in 
late December and January improved crop prospects across the 
country. Torrential rainfall affected the southern coast, but, 
despite some lowland flooding, no major damages are reported 
to the agricultural sector. 
 
The Agricultural Input Price Index in November 2021 increased 
by 36 percent compared to November 2020. In particular, the 
prices of fertilizers increased by more than 120 percent in the 
same period as sharp increases of international prices of 
fertilizers were magnified by currency devaluation. Consequently, 
many farmers reduced fertiliser use.  

Below-average 2021 harvest gathered  
The final production estimate by the Turkish Statistical Institute, 
issued in December 2021, estimated the 2021 cereal output at 
32 million tonnes, about 10 percent less than the average of the 
previous five years, including 17.7 million tonnes of wheat, 
5.8 million tonnes of barley and 6.8 million tonnes of maize. The 
decrease in wheat and barley output was due to unfavourable 
weather conditions. 
 
Every year, the intervention prices by the Turkish Grain 
Board (TMO) are announced in May for the upcoming harvest. In 
the 2021 campaign, intervention prices were set at 
TRY 2 250/tonne of common wheat (up from TRY 1 650 in 2020) 
and at TRY 2 450/per tonne of durum wheat (up from 
TRY 1 800). The amounts purchased by TMO in 2021 are not 
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known, but are likely to be lower than in the past due to high 
market prices. In July 2021, market prices already exceeded 
TMO intervention prices as 1 tonne of milling wheat was sold for 
TRY 2 500 (up from TRY 1 650 in 2020). As of January 2022, 
TMO was selling durum wheat for TRY 3 250/tonne, and 
common wheat for TRY 2 625-2 675/tonne, depending on 
specifications.  

Cereal imports forecast to increase in 2021/22, 
while exports expected to remain stable 
In the 2021/22 marketing year (July/June), aggregate cereal 
imports, the largest share of which is wheat grain for processing, 
are forecast at 15.5 million tonnes, almost 40 percent above the 
average level of the previous year to cover the production 
shortfall in the 2020/21 crop season. The Russian Federation is 
historically the leading supplier of wheat. 
 
Cereal exports, mainly wheat flour and wheat products, are 
forecast at 4.8 million tonnes, similar to the previous year and 
10 percent below the average. The country remains one of the 
world’s leading exporter of wheat flour, using an inward 
processing regime policy that allows duty free imports of wheat 
grains to be processed into food products for exports. Iraq, the 
Sudan and the Syrian Arab Republic account for over 60 percent 
of the country’s total exports of wheat products. Although the 
ongoing currency depreciation would make exports more 
competitive, they are unlikely to increase substantially 
considering that the inputs used in the inward processing regime 
are imported.  
 
In an effort to curb food inflation, in September 2021, the country 
suspended import taxes on wheat, barley, maize, rye, oats, 
pulses and sorghum ranging from 19 to 130 percent, depending 
on the commodity. The decision was then extended until 
December 2022. In late January 2022, the Government passed a 
regulation granting the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry the 
authority until December 2022 to restrict exports of 20 agricultural 
products, which have experienced the highest price increases. 
The list includes poultry meat, eggs, butter, olive oil, potatoes and 
selected fruits and vegetables.  

Inflation increases as currency depreciates 
The latest figures by the Turkish Statistical Institute indicate an 
annual food inflation rate of 55.6 percent in January 2022, up 
from the already elevated levels between 25 and 30 percent 
between July and November 2021, and almost 44 percent in 
December 2021. The overall inflation index in January 2022 
stood at 48.7 percent, a 19-year high, gradually increasing up 
from 11 percent in the second quarter of 2020 and accelerating to 
36 percent in December 2021. The increase was supported by 
maintaining unconventional low interest rates and the currency 
depreciation, which is mainly attributed to political uncertainty and 
declining foreign exchange reserves. The currency depreciated 
from TRY 4.6 per US dollar in 2018 to TRY 16.60 in 
December 2021, losing 44 percent of the value in 2021 alone.  

Stable number of Syrian Arab Republic 
refugees in country 
The number of Syrian Arab Republic refugees in the country 
started increasing towards the end of 2013 and grew steadily 
until early 2016. As of December 2021, about 3.6 million Syrian 

 
 

 
 
 



 
GIEWS global information and early warning system on food and agriculture 
 

refugees were registered in the country, stable since early 2018. 
However, a large number of Syrian refugees is probably not 
officially registered. More than 90 percent of the refugees live in 
urban and peri-urban areas, outside the camps. About 70 percent 
of refugees are children and women. Syrians registered in the 
country have access to national services and can apply for 
working permits. However, due to difficulties in obtaining formal 
employment, many refugees work in informal sectors.  
 
 
Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the 
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of 
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
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